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MAD COW HITS THE U.S. 

Dairy's Misfortune
Surprises Its Community

By SHIRLEY LEUNG 
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

MABTON, Wash. -- If anybody knows about the health and sickness of animals, it is Bill Wavrin, 
whose dairy farm is the site of the first case of mad-cow disease in the U.S.

Mr. Wavrin not only runs Sunny Dene dairy here, with his brother Sid, but he is a veterinarian by 
training. In fact, he continues to take care of cows at other dairies in this area of central Washington, 
about 200 miles east of Seattle.

"This is a top-notch, well-run operation," says Jay Gordon, executive director for the Washington State 
Dairy Federation, and a dairy farmer in Elma, Wash. "If it can happen to him, it can happen to anybody."

MAD COW HITS THE U.S.
1 
See full coverage2 of the first case 
of mad-cow disease in the U.S. 

Bill Wavrin, through a friend, declined to comment. Sid 
Wavrin couldn't be reached to comment. Mr. Gordon, 
however, said he has been in close contact with Mr. 
Wavrin, saying he is "overwhelmed" but fully cooperating 
with federal regulators.
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Late yesterday, the U.S. government confirmed that a Holstein dairy cow owned by the Wavrins carried 
the fatal brain-wasting illness, after receiving results from additional testing in a laboratory in the United 
Kingdom. Such confirmation could force the Wavrins to slaughter all or some of their 4,000 head of 
cattle. One dairy farmer estimated that the value of the herd is roughly $6 million, or about $1,500 a 
cow. The Wavrins will likely recover some of that under a federal program, dairymen say.
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The Wavrins' Sunny Dene has two facilities, one on the edge of this rural agricultural community of 
2,000, the other by Grandview, a nearby town. Both sites are under quarantine, which prohibits the 
movement of animals off the farm, but that hasn't stopped operations. Farm hands were seen, late on 
Christmas eve, working.

As shocking as the fact that mad cow was found here, the 
state's dairy capital, was that it was found on the Wavrins' 
dairy. Theirs is a well-respected family-run operation, at 
least a decade old. A friend says Bill and his wife, Laurie, 
and Sid and his wife, Kelly, both are raising young 
families.

Bill and Sid's mother lives on the dairy farm.

"They've been successful, which isn't easy," says Dan 
Newhouse, a Washington state representative for the area 
and whose family owns the oldest working dairy in the 
region.

The slow economy and low milk prices have squeezed profits for some dairy farmers, making it tough 
for many here. The Wavrins, according to Mr. Newhouse and other dairy operators, have managed to 
expand and appear even to be in the process of building a new dairy.

News of a presumed case of mad cow spread quickly here, but many in the dairy community protected 
as long as they could the identity of the farm where the case apparently occurred.

What affects the Wavrins affects the fate of all the dairy farmers and ranchers here. About 20% to 25% 
of dairy farmers' income comes from selling dairy cows for slaughter.

"This could have happened in any state," says Jake DeRuyter, an acquaintance of Bill Wavrin's. "It's 
unfortunate this happened in Mabton, Wash."

Write to Shirley Leung at shirley.leung@wsj.com3
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