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Neighbors Of Quarantined Wash State Dairy Also 
Concerned

DOW JONES NEWSWIRES

MABTON, Wash. (AP)--A dairy farm near this south central Washington town was under quarantine 
after federal officials received preliminary test results indicating a single Holstein may have had mad 
cow disease.

U.S. Agriculture Department officials declined to say which farm it was.

Dr. Scott Abbott, a local veterinarian, said Tuesday he had received calls from owners of more than 30 
dairies concerned about their stock and business prospects. Some wanted to know if their farm had been 
quarantined, he said.

"People are concerned about their livelihoods and about providing a quality, healthy product to the 
American public," Abbott said in a phone interview from his Sunnyside home. "We have not heard 
anything more than what is in the USDA's publicly released remarks."

Many residents of Mabton - population 2,045 - were protective of local dairy owners and unwilling to 
discuss the matter with reporters, who were turned away from businesses and farms.

DOW JONES REPRINTS 

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. To order presentation-ready copies for distribution to 
your colleagues, clients or customers, use the Order Reprints tool at the bottom of any article or visit: www.djreprints.
com.  • See a sample reprint in PDF format  • Order a reprint of this article now. 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman announced Tuesday that a single animal from a farm near the 
town, about 40 miles southeast of Yakima, likely had mad cow disease. If confirmed, the case would be 
the first in U.S. history.

"We are taking all necessary steps to assure the protection of the health and safety of our citizens and 
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our states livestock industry," Washington Gov. Gary Locke said.

USDA officials said the affected cow was a "downer," meaning it couldn't walk. The slaughtered cow 
was screened earlier this month and any diseased parts were removed before they could enter the food 
supply and infect humans, they said.

Though Veneman didn't provide the name or exact location of the farm - there are about eight dairy 
farms in Mabton, and dozens more in the surrounding area - she said that after the cow was slaughtered, 
it was deboned at Midway Meats, about 150 miles west of Mabton.

From there, the meat - separated from any contaminated spinal or brain tissue - was sent to two other 
plants in the region, identified by the USDA as Willamette and Interstate Meat.

Midway Meats appeared to be operating at full blast late Tuesday afternoon, with workers loading meat 
into trucks. A man who refused to give his name escorted an Associated Press reporter off the property, 
located in Centralia.

"I wish somebody had let me know something about this," Midway Meats owner William Sexsmith told 
The Chronicle of Centralia.

Calls to Midway Meats and to Sexsmith's home by the AP weren't immediately returned Tuesday.

At a news conference in downtown Seattle, Locke and Bill Brookreson, deputy director of the state 
Department of Agriculture, said tissue from the cow's central nervous system was discarded when the 
animal was slaughtered, but acknowledged that it's not known where the rest of the meat wound up.

"The likelihood of (contaminated meat) moving into the food chain is very, very, very small," 
Brookreson said.

A spokesman for Willamette declined to comment Tuesday. A message left at Interstate Meat wasn't 
immediately returned.
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