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Bush Eats Beef Despite Mad Cow Case, To Try To Cut 
Sweets

DOW JONES NEWSWIRES

FALFURRIAS, Texas (AP)--The first U.S. case of mad cow disease hasn't prompted President George 
W. Bush to stop eating beef, but a New Year's resolution to start jogging again means he might be 
cutting back on sweets.

"I miss running," he told reporters Thursday on New Year's Day in southern Texas where he went quail 
hunting with his father. "That's one of my resolutions, which may require eating less desserts - kind of 
getting a little trimmer - to take the pressure off the knee."

The president said U.S. residents should feel safe eating beef while Agriculture Department officials try 
to prevent any mad cow outbreak following the discovery of an infected cow in Washington state. "As a 
matter of fact, I ate beef today, and will continue to eat beef," he said.

Bush, who has been staying at his ranch near Crawford, since the day after Christmas, has been slowed 
by knee pain. Doctors in Washington last month advised him to be careful jogging, attributing the pain 
to wear and tear and old injuries in the right knee, arthritis in the left.

Bush spoke at Brooks County Airport after a day of hunting at a dusty, scrubby ranch owned by Nancy 
Brown Negley. She is a Bush family friend who is related to the founders of Brown & Root, a Texas 
engineering and construction company that many years ago became part of Halliburton Co. (HAL), the 
company formerly run by Vice President Dick Cheney.
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Standing on the tarmac of the tiny airport, Bush also answered questions from reporters about postwar 
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Iraq's struggle with debt, recent assassination attempts against the president of Pakistan, the 
investigation into whether someone in the Bush administration leaked the name of a CIA operative and 
how many quail he bagged.

"I think I shot five," he said. "I'm not that good a shot, but it was a lot of fun. It's a good way to start the 
new year - outdoors (and) in my case, with my dad."

The president offered no opinion on Attorney General John Ashcroft's decision this week to remove 
himself from the CIA leak investigation. "I'm not involved with the investigation in any way, shape or 
form," the president said.

Bush said he was pleased the government of Iran was allowing the U.S. to provide humanitarian aid to 
help victims of last week's devastating earthquake. Addressing the broader issue of U.S.-Iranian 
relations, the president said Iran's government must be open to the views of democratic forces, abandon 
nuclear weapons work and fight terrorism.

"The Iranian government must listen to the voices of those who long for freedom, must turn over al-
Qaida that are in their custody and must abandon their nuclear weapons program," he said.

Bush also said he didn't think that two recent assassination attempts against Pakistani President Pervez 
Musharraf jeopardized the security of Pakistan's nuclear weapons. Bush called Musharraf a "stand-up 
guy" in the war on terrorism. Terrorists are believed responsible for at least one attempt on Musharraf's 
life.

"He (Musharraf) sounded very confident that his security forces would be able to deal with the threat," 
Bush said, recalling recent phone conversations he's had with the Pakistani leader. "I feel confident 
about his security situation."

Before hunting, Bush was greeted at the airport by Spanish-speaking residents who live in the area, 80 
miles north of the Mexican border.

"Como estas?" he said, asking them how they were doing.

As if in campaign mode as the 2004 presidential election year begins - Bush held 9-month-old Liana 
Flores, who calmly sucked on a red pacifier. He kissed the baby, then turned to mug for the cameras.
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