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USDA:Will Ban All 'Downer' Cattle From Food Chain

DOW JONES NEWSWIRES

WASHINGTON (AP)--Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman on Tuesday announced a list of new 
restrictions to further enhance the safety of the U.S. beef supply, including a ban on the use of "downer" 
cattle out of the food chain like the one discovered last week with mad cow disease, or bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy.

She also announced bans against the use of "high-risk tissues" such as small intestines and head and 
spinal tissue from older cattle in the U.S. food chain, as well as changes in slaughterhouse techniques 
with the aim of preventing accidental contamination of meat with cow nerve tissue. Mad cow disease is 
spread through such brain and spinal cord tissue.

"Sound science continues to be our guide," Veneman said.

During a press conference in U.S. capital, Veneman said the USDA will pursue an aggressive 
surveillance program for BSE. She said animals tested for BSE will no longer be marked "inspected" 
and passed until there is confirmation that they have tested negative for BSE.

In order to prevent human exposure to high-risk tissues in slaughtered cows, Veneman announced the 
ban on the use of cow tonsils, parts of the spinal cord and central nervous tissues from the food supply.
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Veneman said the regulations will be implemented immediately upon their publication.

Under the new regulations, the sick cow slaughtered in Washington state on Dec. 9 wouldn't have been 
allowed to enter the U.S. food chain.
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The meat from that cow was allowed to be sold for human consumption after its brain and spinal column 
were removed and a federal inspector saw no indication of neurological disease.

Veneman said that the USDA has spearheaded an effort at the federal and state levels, along with the 
private industry, that led to the adoption of a nationwide animal identification system.

She said such a system will help enhance the speed and accuracy of the government's response to animal 
disease outbreaks across many different species.

Veneman credited the identification system as having worked successfully in enabling the USDA to 
identify the BSE-infected cow in Mabton, Wash.

Veneman said she instructed the USDA's top information officer working on the BSE issue to develop 
the technology and systems necessary to implement an "effective and verifiable system" throughout the 
U.S. "Our goals are to achieve uniformity, consistency and efficiency across the national system."

Veneman also announced the appointment of an international panel of scientific experts to provide an 
objective review of the U.S.'s response actions "in areas for potential enhancement." She said the team 
will be similar to the panel that provided expertise to Canada after the discovery of BSE in Alberta on 
May 20.

"It is important that the USDA seek credible, objective scientists" that had experience in dealing with 
BSE, she said.

Veneman reiterated that the U.S. food supply and public health remain safe. She added that, "based on 
recent market actions, consumer confidence and demand for beef are still relatively strong."

She said the U.S. has initiated discussions with trading partners to reassure them of the investigative and 
preventive measures the U.S. is talking.

A USDA trade team has been in Japan and South Korea with the objective of convincing those countries 
to lift their meat-import bans. "Our goal is to see trade resume as soon as possible," she said.
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